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In the annals of international diplomacy, the 1862 Netherlands Luxembourg
Hawaiian Kingdom Treaty stands as a pivotal document that shaped the
course of Hawaiian history. Signed on March 22, 1862, between the
Kingdom of the Netherlands, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, and the
Kingdom of Hawaii, this treaty established diplomatic relations between the
three nations and outlined a framework for their mutual recognition and
cooperation.

While the treaty's primary focus was on promoting trade and commerce, it
also contained a provision that would later prove to be highly significant in
the context of Hawaii's War Report 2024. Article V of the treaty stipulated
that "in case of war between any of the High Contracting Parties and a third
power, no citizen or subject of either of the other High Contracting Parties
shall be considered as an enemy..."

This provision, known as a "neutrality clause," became the cornerstone of
Hawaii's neutrality policy during the turbulent events leading up to the War
Report 2024. By invoking the 1862 treaty, Hawaii sought to assert its status
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as a neutral party and avoid involvement in the escalating conflict between
the United States and China.

Historical Context

The 1862 Netherlands Luxembourg Hawaiian Kingdom Treaty was signed
during a period of significant geopolitical uncertainty in the Pacific region.
The United States, having recently emerged from the Civil War, was
expanding its influence in the Pacific and seeking to establish control over
Hawaii. At the same time, the Kingdom of Hawaii, under the reign of King
Kamehameha IV, was struggling to maintain its independence and
sovereignty amid growing foreign pressure.

The Netherlands, a maritime power with a long history of trading in the East
Indies, had established a consulate in Honolulu in 1843. Luxembourg, a
small but influential European state, had no direct involvement in the
Pacific but was eager to expand its commercial ties with other nations.

The treaty between these three nations was seen as a way to promote
stability and cooperation in the region. It recognized Hawaii's independence
and established a framework for diplomatic and economic relations
between the parties.

Significance of the Neutrality Clause

As tensions grew between the United States and China in the early 20th
century, Hawaii's neutrality became a matter of vital importance. The United
States, seeking to secure its strategic position in the Pacific, pressured
Hawaii to align itself with the American cause. However, the Hawaiian
government, relying on the 1862 treaty, maintained its neutral stance.



This decision was highly controversial and ultimately led to the overthrow of
the Hawaiian monarchy in 1893. The United States annexed Hawaii in
1898, effectively ending its independent status.

The War Report 2024, a document compiled by a group of independent
historians, investigates the events leading up to the overthrow of the
Hawaiian monarchy. The report concludes that the United States' violation
of the 1862 treaty's neutrality clause was a major contributing factor to the
loss of Hawaiian sovereignty.

Analysis of the Treaty

The 1862 Netherlands Luxembourg Hawaiian Kingdom Treaty is a complex
and multifaceted document that has been the subject of extensive legal and
historical analysis. One key aspect of the treaty is its use of the term
"neutrality."

In international law, neutrality is defined as the legal status of a state that
does not take part in a war between other states. A neutral state is
obligated to remain impartial and to refrain from providing assistance to any
of the warring parties.

The neutrality clause in the 1862 treaty goes beyond the traditional
definition of neutrality by specifying that citizens of the contracting parties
"shall not be considered as an enemy" in case of war. This provision is
unique and has no equivalent in other treaties signed by Hawaii during this
period.

Some scholars have argued that the neutrality clause was intended to
protect Hawaiian citizens from being conscripted into foreign armies or



subjected to other forms of harassment. Others have suggested that the
clause was a reflection of Hawaii's desire to maintain its independent status
and avoid entanglement in international conflicts.

Legacy and Impact

The 1862 Netherlands Luxembourg Hawaiian Kingdom Treaty continues to
be a subject of debate and discussion among historians and legal experts.
Its significance lies in the way it shaped Hawaii's neutrality policy and
ultimately contributed to the loss of Hawaiian sovereignty.

The treaty's legacy is complex and raises important questions about the
nature of neutrality, the limits of foreign intervention, and the rights of small
states in the face of powerful nations.

The 1862 Netherlands Luxembourg Hawaiian Kingdom Treaty is a
fascinating and important document that offers a unique window into
Hawaii's history and its role in the Pacific region. The treaty's neutrality
clause, while ultimately unsuccessful in protecting Hawaii's independence,
remains a reminder of the challenges faced by small states in maintaining
their neutrality in the face of geopolitical pressure.

The War Report 2024, by shedding light on the events leading up to the
overthrow of the Hawaiian monarchy, highlights the importance of
understanding the historical context and legal frameworks that shape
international relations.
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