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I never thought I'd end up living in Scotland. I'm an American, born and
raised in the Midwest. But here I am, in the small town of Pitlochry,
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population 2,500, surrounded by rolling hills and friendly Scots.
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How did I get here? It's a long story, but it all started with a job offer. My
husband got a job teaching at a university in Edinburgh, and we decided to
take the plunge and move to Scotland with our two young children.

I didn't know much about Scotland before we moved here. I knew it was the
land of bagpipes and kilts, and that it was home to Loch Ness Monster. But
I didn't know anything about the culture, the people, or the day-to-day life.

So, I decided to write this book. I wanted to share my experiences of living
in Scotland, both the funny and the challenging. I wanted to help other
people who are thinking about moving to Scotland, or who are just curious
about what life is like here.

In this book, you'll read about my first encounter with haggis, my attempts
to learn Scottish Gaelic, and my adventures in the Scottish Highlands.
You'll also learn about the challenges of raising a family in a new country,
and the joys of making new friends.
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I hope you enjoy reading Scotland For Beginners as much as I enjoyed
writing it. And if you ever find yourself in Scotland, be sure to look me up!

Chapter 1: The Haggis Incident

The first time I tried haggis, I didn't know what to expect. I had heard stories
about it being a strange and disgusting dish, but I was willing to give it a try.

I was at a ceilidh, a traditional Scottish dance party, when I saw a plate of
haggis on the buffet table. I took a deep breath and scooped a spoonful
onto my plate.

I took a bite, and...it wasn't bad! It was actually quite good. The haggis was
made from minced sheep's heart, liver, and lungs, and it was seasoned
with oatmeal, onions, and spices.

I ate the rest of my haggis, and I even went back for seconds. I was
surprised at how much I enjoyed it. Haggis has since become one of my
favorite Scottish dishes.

Chapter 2: Learning Scottish Gaelic

One of the things I wanted to do when I moved to Scotland was to learn
Scottish Gaelic. I had always been interested in languages, and I thought it
would be a great way to connect with the local culture.

I signed up for a Scottish Gaelic class at the local community center. The
class was taught by a native Gaelic speaker, and I quickly learned that
Gaelic is a very different language from English.



The grammar is different, the pronunciation is different, and the vocabulary
is different. But I was determined to learn, and I slowly but surely started to
make progress.

I'm still not fluent in Gaelic, but I can understand a fair amount of it, and I
can speak it well enough to get by. I'm proud of the progress I've made,
and I'm grateful for the opportunity to have learned such a beautiful and
unique language.

Chapter 3: Adventures in the Scottish Highlands

One of the best things about living in Scotland is the easy access to the
beautiful Scottish Highlands. The Highlands are a vast and rugged region,
with mountains, lochs, and glens.

My family and I have spent many weekends exploring the Highlands. We've
hiked in the mountains, canoed on the lochs, and visited some of the many
castles and ruins.

The Highlands are a magical place, and I never get tired of exploring them.
I'm so grateful that I have the opportunity to live in such a beautiful country.

Chapter 4: The Challenges of Raising a Family in a New Country

Raising a family in a new country can be challenging. There are the
language barriers, the cultural differences, and the loneliness of being
away from family and friends.

But it can also be a rewarding experience. Raising a family in a new
country can help your children to become more independent, more
adaptable, and more open-minded.



My family has faced some challenges since moving to Scotland, but we've
also had some amazing experiences. I'm grateful for the opportunity to
raise my children in such a beautiful and welcoming country.

Chapter 5: The Joys of Making New Friends

One of the best things about moving to Scotland has been the people I've
met. The Scots are a friendly and welcoming people, and I've made some
wonderful friends here.

I've met friends through my children's school, through my Gaelic class, and
through my involvement in the local community. I'm so grateful for the
friends I've made in Scotland. They've made my transition to life in a new
country so much easier.

Scotland For Beginners is a funny, heartwarming, and informative book
about an American woman's experiences living in Scotland. It's a must-read
for anyone who has ever dreamed of living abroad.
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