
Tina Packer Builds Theater: A Journey of
Creation and Empowerment

Tina Packer, a renowned actress and theater director, has dedicated her
life to building a theater that is both artistic and transformative. Her book,
"Tina Packer Builds Theater," captures her extraordinary journey of creating
the world-renowned Shakespeare & Company in Lenox, Massachusetts.
Through captivating storytelling and insightful reflections, Packer offers
practical guidance and inspiration for anyone seeking to build a meaningful
theater experience.
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Chapter 1: The Power of Story

Packer begins by exploring the fundamental power of story in theater. She
argues that stories have the ability to shape our perception of reality,
connect us with our humanity, and inspire us to action. By studying and
performing great plays, actors can deepen their understanding of the
human condition and use their craft to contribute to a better world.

Chapter 2: Creating a Company

Packer emphasizes the importance of building a strong and supportive
company. She shares her experiences in creating a community of actors,
designers, technicians, and administrators who are committed to artistic
excellence and collaborative work. By fostering a culture of trust, respect,
and experimentation, Packer has created an environment where artists can
thrive.

Chapter 3: Training the Actor

Packer believes that the actor is the heart of the theater. She outlines her
unique training approach, which focuses on developing the actor's
imagination, voice, body, and presence. By combining classical techniques
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with contemporary insights, Packer helps actors to unlock their full potential
and connect with audiences on a profound level.

Chapter 4: The Magic of Staging

Packer shares her extensive knowledge of staging and design. She
explains how to create dynamic and evocative environments that enhance
the audience's experience. From the use of lighting, sound, and music to
the placement of actors and props, Packer demonstrates the transformative
power of theater staging.

Chapter 5: The Audience Experience

Packer places great emphasis on the role of the audience in the theater
experience. She believes that theater should be accessible and meaningful
to all, regardless of their background or experience. By creating works that
resonate on both an intellectual and emotional level, Packer seeks to
connect with audiences on a deeply personal level.

Chapter 6: The Challenges and Rewards of Artistic Leadership

Packer candidly shares her experiences as an artistic director. She
discusses the challenges of balancing artistic integrity, financial constraints,
and the pressures of public opinion. Through her stories, Packer
demonstrates the resilience, determination, and adaptability required to
lead a successful theater company.

Chapter 7: The Legacy of Shakespeare & Company

Packer concludes her book by reflecting on the legacy and impact of
Shakespeare & Company. She describes how the company has evolved
and grown over the years, expanding its reach through educational



programs, community outreach, and international collaborations. Packer's
vision for a theater that is both artistic and socially responsible has left an
indelible mark on the cultural landscape.

"Tina Packer Builds Theater" is an essential guide for anyone interested in
creating meaningful and transformative theater. Through her personal
insights, practical advice, and inspiring stories, Packer shares her passion
for the art form and illuminates the path toward building a successful and
vibrant theater company. From aspiring actors and directors to seasoned
professionals, this book will ignite creativity, inspire collaboration, and
empower readers to make a lasting contribution to the world of theater.
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