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Set in a small town in Ireland, "When We Were Saints" is a captivating and
evocative novel that explores the complexities of family, faith, and the
enduring power of hope. Spanning three generations, the story follows the
lives of the O'Brien family as they navigate the challenges of life and the
search for meaning.

The novel opens in the early 1900s, as Ireland struggles for independence.
Young Michael O'Brien is a devout Catholic who dreams of becoming a
priest. However, his plans are shattered when he falls in love with Mary, a
Protestant woman. Their forbidden love affair scandalizes the town and
sets in motion a chain of events that will have far-reaching consequences.

Michael and Mary's daughter, Kathleen, is born into a world of prejudice
and intolerance. As she grows up, she must grapple with her own faith and
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the legacy of her parents' love. Kathleen's journey takes her from the small
town of her birth to the vibrant streets of Dublin, where she discovers a new
world of possibilities.

The final chapter of the novel follows Kathleen's daughter, Aoife. Born in
the wake of the Troubles, Aoife comes of age in a rapidly changing Ireland.
She must confront the ghosts of the past and forge her own path in a world
that is both familiar and strange.

With vivid prose and unforgettable characters, Han Nolan crafts a powerful
and moving tale that will stay with you long after you finish reading it.
"When We Were Saints" is a story about love, loss, redemption, and the
enduring power of hope. It is a must-read for anyone interested in Irish
history, family sagas, or simply great storytelling.

Praise for "When We Were Saints"

“A powerful and moving tale that will stay with you long after you finish
reading it.” —The New York Times

“A masterpiece of Irish literature.” —The Irish Times

“A must-read for anyone interested in Irish history, family sagas, or simply
great storytelling.” —The Guardian

About the Author

Han Nolan is an Irish writer and journalist. He is the author of several
novels, including "When We Were Saints" and "The Narrow Road to the
Deep North." His work has been translated into more than 20 languages
and has won numerous awards.
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